Cytokine modulation of cell growth and role in tumour therapy.
Cytokines are a group of secreted proteins which act as intracellular signals co-ordinating the growth and function of cells in the haematopoietic systems. Despite often overlapping functions they appear to have evolved separately but their receptors do share several features suggesting a common ancestor. Taking interleukin 2 (IL2) as an example we discuss the mechanisms involved with the regulation of IL2, the interleukin 2 receptor (IL2R) and their modes of action. Finally we discuss the various aspects of cytokines which allow their use as antitumour agents.